TWO JAMAICAN STREET SONGS
Arthur Benjamin arr. Wendy Hiscocks
for piano duet

PROGRAMME NOTES

1. Mattie Rag
2. Cookie

After the success of Jamaican Rumba, it was only natural that more Caribbean
themed music for two pianos by Arthur Benjamin would soon appear in Boosey &
Hawkes’ catalogue. Two piano recitals were much more fashionable in the 1930s
and 40s than they are today and Benjamin dedicated Two Jamaican Street Songs to
one of the most popular British duo pianists of that time - Ethel Bartlett and Rae
Robertson. The street songs Cookie and Mattie Rag never enjoyed the same degree
of popularity as Jamaican Rumba and venues with two equally matched pianos are
no longer plentiful so Wendy decided to address this challenge by adapting the score
for piano duet to help bring the music to a wider public. They work well grouped with
Jamaican Rumba as the finale in concert programmes.



