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PROGRAMME NOTES

Whitman, having witnessed the sexual repression of women in his era, gave voice to a 
woman’s fantasy in a manner that could be described as tasteful erotica. The composer 
worked on the song while living in Hong Kong during the autumn of 1995 shortly before the 
hand over of the territory to mainland China, the humid, tropical air contributing to the 
composer’s response to the exotic nature of the text; the piano part, at times, can be a bit 
wild and at other times there is just a hint of a sultry tango.

The Twenty-Ninth Bather was composed in autumn 1995, in the tropical surroundings of Hong Kong. The 
song was premièred on 21 October 1996 by Naomi Itami and the composer, at a Guildford Book Festival 

concert called Seasons of Change


